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Paragraphic Thoughts Upon
the Seasonof Books. . . . . .

"JS koalut the best companion, Is tt me " .

- -- . rr,v .A lriiu court, wherjrhoBrJy reonverie
, And OBietlmea, for variety? ij'conler'r ' :

.With Klntrn and Emperora, and Trelh
Their conmacli.

Beaumont and Fletcher, "The Elder.Brother," Act I, Scene 2.

'WBITTEN FOE THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC.
"Why. do people read?
That reminds ..oc of the well-nig-h classic epigram, that It's easier to ask

questions than to answer tlicin. A' good enough eolation of the problem la
that they read for the same reason that 'they,1 eattwheu hungry.

Beading is a propensity of the race,. grafted in, deep In, during the pass
age of the centuries. . .

As to why 'people write, that Is altogether . another story. As to why
eonie people write well, it is beyond comprehension, a puzzler that even
the accumulated t wisdom of the moderns and a'ndents,' truths arrived' at ..by i

revelation or logical processes, falls, to explain.
They probably-writ- e for the sanrc reason that some women, wear French

heels they are foolish enougl' to ilo it? r r '
(

'

; - . .:. n

I After a dip Into gingerless it' were' wen to revert to partic-
ular ..'..- -peculiarities. ..

Another ChrlstniHS is almost upon ;us. iay day, or ere two
or three pay days if thatauspicious event occur. onjlo a week a goodly
number of tersous will have invented in Xmas gifts." Not a few will have
seen a considerable uuuiucr of their dollars rung up' on the cash register

' "
In the book stores. ' -- ",",. '

And they will have purchased' this year more books of a special and a
' practical nature than ever before. , , .

"

Th's statement Is unwarrantable because the publishers are putting out
an uu&sually large number of volumes of tlie kind' and the publishers,
since their business depends upon it, know pretty 'well wuere the public!
tssU trends. .

Wot-that- , the sales of this kind will at 'all Approach the demands for the
ucv fiction, but that there- - will he an appreciable" increase in the number'
of tickers after purely concrete information.

'.' !

The presses, with uiuchViioif-- of the grinding, and the publishers with
much clamor In the" advertising, head torth in stream, amounting
to u torrent iu late November and early December, - the great mass of
books which are summed uy as "light literature." y ,

Silent, within all tbitsvlu' .modest covers, tlieie comes Ihe flow of tho
output ,froin the contemporary thinkers they that.apieal to the iute'.leeUuU
.minority iu poetry, essays, science.. These' books have hardly
the "holiday color." Theyafe nluicst lost In what indy-- be called- - "The Blot
of the Novels." Koine ;f tueni are put. on the market at Christmas, time,'
but the increase iu their number over other seasons is not large.

Still, they are with us and If you ask the man,- - he'll find them" for you.

Illustrating is about the only department of the pictorial art that 4s
deve'oped to a high paint In the Unttpd .SUites.. :'

The public seems disposed to pay, "and" pay 'well, for-- , genuinely good
J5JF; "picture books." This fall lias glveu usuiany goqd;ones, which it is uimec

ccssary to menUon by name since the book store .luicu "will have tliem sq
, prominently displayed that you may not avoid to take yoiit

pit" ";'' T; - -

- i.

Of novels, there are novels and then some. . , , :

As to their kind, and as to the quality of. some., of them, lengthy, refer--;
ence lias been made upon the luside pages ;of thfsyssuo of The. Eepubllc's,
Annual Book Number. , S .' ' " ,' .

"" ' 'J ' i - 'Gocd things there arc aplenty: of the Hghter forms of writings, now be
lng served to reader- - Accordingly, It may not.be out of place to fentu'w
a prefactory "kno -- ?

Nine-tent- h of tlie publications have been-usfrdl- one of the various
magagincs aud have uitou them 'the' "maga2ln&j;"" stamp.

A certain class of matter Is used by eacli magazine of consequence;
with the result that the work .writers follow certain lines" of'layallablllty."

We feel a paucity of books that haven. them something that 'the au:
tnor naci in uim ami was. impeueu uuit- " ft. 'c V. - - j

M

There la.a painful prcdbminancc.oMbp literary, abillty.whlch. learns

i i

,

ij mechanics of story-buildin- g and wm-- usage; iand which ;manlpuli e

acfflp$Inments to put out merely passable caleK or. novels); "NoV,niany- -

,Sax ' iucjl; CUUMIU1", uiuK.uJf-u"--oiat- i TO OlC, iVttlU VUUT1UCVU. &m.i?ttL A" ' v - -

m&jKr--

aSnalnalnalnalnalnaH nalnalnalnalnalnalnH

J1

Hi,

generalities,

uheiidlug

philosophy,

1
1
VA
v

Mi

I

"''" ,"-

W

M'

'

Ji

,&'

w.r

'

Sj
f v .

-- &y

S(k

- r.C

A
Mm
f

:rs
&

f

' Kin 1

A

f

&;?:

&

yJtJlji'
.FS:

vjr

!

'f,i

m

J?
tr

.f! T
fe" '
m

rl"

.
; .',--?....- --

I

,;

rfiS

i
M

MI

0i0$

TOa

Vt

l-
-

:.
t.r

c

?- - ...N

I

ar- -

m:i
4tms&K"j3.rs" Sir?--

,
ft

mm
Wfo5t&:iIWi
m.?M'm
mmm

&$&&&&
mm-?-.

M

ST'Oi,

im

5iJJ

P...:

rTJ".--

fKM:
'??,U'i1
?jw..:

IBBS

i".:3'

r

?

' i

'i'.'l

mm
7A"':;rV-?"'i-

ESS&I

.,

. r.4:i
fe-A"-

i

.

ill.

"M.

W
.r,

rTfaS-CS- SS

,3 H
V -- r

'ftte(7?i
i

i

mmmmmmmm

4Vi

-- i Vf

,,fi.

: i -

.

5

V

5gesla

-'
rJ- - TjC-';- ?

?.

FJ'r:'- - N

KsTa

O i I ;? ; '. .' ' J i '' -, t'.'t; . . .. uf' 6M:,n : --

' ? .:.?"' 'tf'. 7X:; '!i,. 1 wti:,.,;: ,..,;,

:5t.7K-

R

:j&

iXK$m

! v
-- .

irfp.
) f -

'tlr "O" kTD'rijVlstD "
.

" ' --x '.;':i1 -.-- i,-- J .f;;"'f,',: Jr. , l.r.'i,irx?2-- ' ? ; :'r j .
- j .

- . , . . ,' i pj. ,f r- ,.-- iv i$'--:---!?- v t ( . ' '''--- v V"-- ! - V--
V''-'

. j.

I

.

'

,.-- . .' I

?a

IPi.?:

;

!"

..

IT

r

5,"'

-- '

"i

rt

nfe anything worth-whil- e say; H.:L ff . i't (.''- -
I
. 2',. f . -f '?r sfiv i

C ".J V I f.J I.li,-- i -- ' i l t -' I i .u't-.I- .if I--- p4-- -- - v. v !ii I., i .!
&f . , 'I. ,1


